
MERALCOõs 

Interruptible Load Program (ILP) Protocol

For Contestable Customers



Interruptible Load Program (ILP) is a voluntary, 
demand-side management program that allows 

customers to operate their generating sets & 
collectively reduce electricity drawn from the grid 
when power interruptions are imminent to ration 

limited power supply.



Program Background

ÅPromulgated under ERC Resolution No. 8, Series of 2010 and 
amended by Resolution Nos. 8, Series of 2013 and 5, Series of 2015
ÅOpen to non-contestable customers, contestable customers, locators in 

economic and freeport zones, and directly-connected customers

ÅPrioritizes ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƭƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ΨŘŜ-ƭƻŀŘΩ 
when NGCP issues a RED ALERT notice

ÅImplemented first in Visayasand Mindanao to ration limited power 
supply and avert prolonged power outages

ÅIn anticipation of a potential power supply shortage in Luzon, DOE 
initiated ILP implementation in MERALCO in March 2014



MERALCO ILP Count as of January 2017

MW TOTAL Signed Potential*

Captive 369.42 369.42 0

Contestable 501.44 368.58 132.87

CEZ 7.5 7.5 0

TOTAL 878.36 745.50 132.87

Services TOTAL Signed Potential*

Captive 211 211 0

Contestable 214 172 42

CEZ 3 3 0

TOTAL 428 386 42
*Tripartite ILP agreement for finalization

Total ILP participants in 
Meralcocomprise 386 
services represented by 
198 companies with a 
committed capacity of 
745.50 MW



ILP implementation in MERALCO spared households 
from experiencing rotating brownouts during supply 
shortages

Red Alert Date ILP Duration De-loaded MWh Est.No. of Households Spared from MLD

16May 2014 1400H to 1600H 69 50,000

12 Jul 2014 1000Hto 1700H 281 402,593

8 Sep 2014 1300H to 1600H 222 325,600

Red Alert Date ILP Duration De-loaded MWh Est. No. of Households Spared from MLD

15 Apr 2016 1200H to 1700H 336 300,000

29Jul 2016 1200H to 1700H 442 738,000

30 Jul 2016 0900H to 1700H 604 1,128,620

5 Aug 2016 1000H to 1800H 803 774,936

6 Sep 2016 1300H to 1700H 356 759,201



Program Mechanics for 
Contestable Customers



5 Steps to Implementing ILP
Notification

Activation

Determination of 
Compensable kWh

Billing

Settlement

NOTIFICATIONΥ a9w![/hΩǎ /ŀƭƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
directly notifies ILP Participants through their 
contact persons of grid conditions and possible 
ILP activation



NGCP regularly informs MERALCO of current system 
conditions 

Source: Philippine Grid Code

Consumer
Demand

Regulating 
Reserve 

Contingency 
Reserve

Dispatchable 
Reserve

TOTAL Requirement Available MW

NORMAL State

RED Alert

YELLOW Alert

ÅWorking within normal operating limits of System Frequency, 
Voltage, and all transmission line and equipment loading 

ÅOperating Margin is sufficient
ÅGrid configuration allows for interruption and isolation of any 

fault current

Contingency Reserve is less than capacity of largest 
Synchronized Generating Unit

Any one of the following:
Å Contingency Reserve is zero 
Å Generation deficiency exists
Å There is Critical Loading
Å Imminent Overloading of transmission 

lines or Equipment

Reserve: 
647 MW

Reserve: 
~360 MW



ILP Notification Process

1st Notification: 5pm of prior day
Yellow & Red System Alerts from NGCP

2nd Notification: 7am of current day
Yellow & Red System Alerts updates from NGCP 

Final Confirmation of de-loading: 2 hours 
before schedule

Actual de-loading on chosen schedule
Load back to normal after schedule

Only with 
NGCP advice

Red Alert 
status 

persists

Immediately 
confirm to 
Call Center: 
(1) receipt of 
notification/ 
confirmation, 
& (2) ability 
to de-load as 
committed & 
as scheduled


